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Analysis of Buildings

The understanding of a specific building and

its context is a pre-condition for any interven-
tion to it. The process of understanding starts
with an observation and an assessment of the
existing. Different ways or methods of mapping
are used to record these observations. The pur-
pose of this workshop was to explore methods
of ‘mapping’ that could be beneficial for the
process of an intervention.

The Gemeente Museum Den Haag, a mu-
seum designed by Berlage was the site of

this investigation. At the introduction Anne
Lacaton emphasized the importance of making
an inventory of the existing situation. In the
conversation with Tom Avermaete who asked
if there should be any specific subjects to focus
on in the process of analysing she did not make
any constraint but underlined the idea of open-
ing your senses and mind to the maximum.

Although in the invitation letter from the H&A
department it was mentioned that key-concepts
for mapping were time, sensitivity, spatial
experience and emotion, at the brief of the
workshop Anne Lacaton left the students with-
out any specific instruction, encouraging them
to be open to what they saw. The illustrations
printed in this booklet about the museum made
by the students proofed they had no difficulty
in mapping their experience.
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Gemeentemuseum Den Haag

Yonghui Huang
Chi Teng
Yuan Chen

Yagiz Soylev

The drawing elucidates
different experiences
of the museum. Like

a portrait of Picasso
where you see the

face and the profile
simultaneously. In this
illustration perspec-
tives, sections, floor
plans and elevations
are unified in one
image. This evokes a
dynamic impression.
The trained eye of an
architect recognizes the
sequence of spaces and
the circulation path.
The strong axis of the
linear gallery, the 90
degrees movement
towards the monumen-
tal entrance hall where

the articulated parapet
of the stair cases leads
the eye to the upper
floors. Smoothly the
route continues in an
assembly of planes,
vistas and circulation
zones. It looks like if
there is no hierarchy
in the composition.
Although the recently
covered courtyard is
situated in the heart
of the building, and

it became an anchor
point, the labyrinth of
spaces makes it hard
to orientate yourself
in the museum. It is
always a challenge to
continue your way.
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Exploring the treshold

One important aspect
of designing an archi-
tectural composition
is the designing of Livia del Conte
transition zones. The

ultimate symbol of the

transition zone is the Turker Saylan
threshold. This group
investigated how in the
museum the imaginary
threshold between
different spaces has : :

been designed. The Simme Bruinsma
different sizes of the

openings in the walls

define the character of

Jazmin Charalambous

Giulio digiuseppe

the transition between
two worlds.
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Gemeentemuseum Den Haag

Bianca Eriksson
Kevin Mazanek
Virginia Santilli
Josh Stevenson

The focus is on sight
lines between different
rooms and the under-
lying regularity that
defines the order of the
connection created by
the sight lines. Empha-
sized in the illustra-
tions is the orthogonal
system of the walls by
which the rooms are
created. What is spe-
cific is the order of the
connection. When the
eye is looking from one
room to another room
an extra experience is
offered to the visitor :
they are not bounded
only by the strictness of
the orthogonal charac-
ter of the spaces but a
new order is created by
the diagonal position-
ing of the openings in
the walls.
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